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the past, their disappearance is attributable to the soft
alluvial soils of the valleys, which permit the easy
task for rivers of cutting for themselves fresh channels,
and so frequently destroying and carrying away the
towns and buildings which history tells us did exist
along their banks. Examples of this are to be found
in comparing a map of 1790 with one of about 1860
when the Brahmaputra's course below Gauhati will be
seen to have shifted close on fifty miles within this

BRAHMAPUTRA AND RIVER STEAMER AT GAUHATI.

period ; while some twenty miles from the right bank
of the same river between Nalbari and Hajo are to be
seen the arches of an ancient bridge once spanning an
old course of the river, and known as the " Sil Sako."
It stands now in the centre of a lake surrounded by
miles of forest, and had several of its arches destroyed
by the great earthquake of 1897. In the far eastern
corner of the province beyond and not far from Sadiya
are signs that the Brahmaputra and Lohit rivers flowed